































Learning about Zero for the First Time
−Zero to the Infant and Child−











































































































































































































































































































































































































































The present study was undertaken to investigate the way infants and children learned 
about zero. First we introduced a song by which children could represent zero with their 
hands. After examining the situations where the arithmetical zero（0） was used, we 
discussed additon involving zero: calculations in which zero was added to a quantity and a 
quantity was added to zero. Next we discussed subtraction involving zero: calculations in 
which zero was subtracted from a quantity. These operations involving zero highlighted 
the significance of calculations as a whole. We also dealt with cases where a quantity was 
multiplied by zero.
